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Rati Bihu :The Moran Communitg
Sacred Nocturnal Celebration

Chef Atul Lahkar

A Chefs Perspective on the Culinaand Cultural words.

Legacy As a chef, | see the culinary rituals of Rati
In the heart oAssam, amidst lush paddyBihu as sacred acts of preservation. Every dish

fields and riverbanks, the Moran communityprepared carry layers of historgerving as an

continues to uphold an ancient tradition that maradible testament to the communstyesilience and

outside their world may have yet to withess—Rathgenuity

Bihu. As a chef deeply immersed in theCulinary Offerings of Rati BihuA Tribute to

preservation of indigenous culinary heritage, | fintature

this nocturnal celebration to be one of the most  Rati Bihu's food is an ode to the land—

profound expressions of the deep-rooted borgimple, unpretentious, yet rich in meanifde

between food, culture, and spirituality ingredients are local, seasonal, and often foraged,
Unlike the exuberance of mainstream Bohagnsuring a sustainable food system that has existed

Bihu, Rati Bihu unfolds in the quietude of thelong before the term became fashionable.

night, away from artificial lights and externalThe Saced Pithas: Symbols of Bsperity and

influences. It is an intimate fafr, where songs, Renewal

rituals, and food convge under the stars, carrying No Bihu is complete without its array of
echoes of an agrarian past that still pulses withjsithas and Rati Bihu is no exception. But here,
the communitys veins. each delicacy is steeped in ritualistic
The Soul of Rati Bihu: Rituals and Symbolism significance:

The firstWednesday of théssamese month e Tekeli Pitha — This soft, steamed rice
of Bohag is not just a date on the calendar; it is a cake, prepared with freshly harvested
sacred moment when time slows down, allowing bora saul (sticky rice), represents
the Moran people to reconnect with their roots. In prosperity The gentle steaming process
the dim glow of earthen lampsdgki), elders allows the rices natural sweetness to
narrate stories, and young women whisper wishes shine through, reminding us of the
into the flickering flames—a quiet yet powerful patience required in both cooking and life.
assertion of their hopes and dreams, interwoven « Ghila Pitha—A must-have during Goru
with ancestral wisdom. Bihu, this deep-fried rice cake is first

The rhythmic beats of thdhol, the haunting offered to the cows, acknowledging their
melody of thepepa and the distinct twang of the role in agrarian life. Only after this sacred
gogonaform the musical fabric of the night. offering is it shared among the community
Women, barefoot on the damp earth, sway in in a practice known akhum”

graceful harmonytheir movements a prayer forwhat strikes me most about these dishes is their
fertility of the land and of life itselThese are not intentionality—every ingredient, every method of
mere performances; they are invocations, a w@yeparation, carries meaning beyond mere
of speaking to nature in a language older thasustenance.
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Flavors fom the Wd: Honouring Indigenous jaggery offers a comforting end to a night

Ingredients of revelry The Moran methodSopora
Rati Bihu's cuisine is a celebration of Sandhah involves coarsely pounding
biodiversity reflecting a profound respect for sticky rice, resulting in a unique texture
natures that enhances its nuttiness.
bounty Some of the most striking dishes include: + Bora Saul Jolpan- A staple of Bihu
« Smoked FishWrapped inTurmeric mornings, this preparation symbolises
Leaves — Slow-roasted over an open continuity and nourishment.

flame, this dish embodieAssams Rati Bihu:A Tradition Worth Presering
woodfire cooking tradition, where the As | reflect on Rati Bihu from a chsf
delicate flavours of river fish mge with perspective, | see more than just a festival—I
the earthy aroma of turmeric leaves. see a living culinary tradition that deserves
* RedAnt Chutney Amapoli Poruwar Toop recognition, documentation, and preservation.
Bhaji) — A protein-rich delicacythis These dishes, crafted with love and intention,
chutney made from locally foraged redare not just food; they are vessels of history
ants, is known for its medicinal benefitscarrying the essence of the Moran peaople’
The sharp tang, combined with its umamdentity.
depth, is a flavour that lingers—both on At a time when the world is rapidly
the palate and in memory modernising, Rati Bihu remains a quiet defiance
* Chaksoni- A dish made from seasonalagainst cultural erosion. It is a reminder that food
insects, reflecting an age-old practice ak not just about taste—it is about storytelling,
consuming high-protein, foraged foodemembrance, and continuity
during Bihu.This is a living example of As | continue my journey in reviving and
sustainable gastrononmwhere nothing in celebrating indigenous gastrongmyhope that
nature is wasted. Rati Bihu's culinary heritage finds a place on a
* Fermented Bamboo Shoot CurryThe larger stage—not just as an exotic curigsiyt
slow fermentation process imbues thas a respected, cherished, and actively practiced
bamboo shoots with a tangy depthtradition.The wisdom of the Moran community—
making this dish a tribute to time-its reverence for nature, its sustainable food
honoured preservation techniques. practices, its soulful songs—holds invaluable
The Role of Jolpa Morning Ritual of Simplicity lessons for the world.
As dawn breaks, the community gathers for ~ And so, under the moonlit sky of Rati Bihu,
a traditionajolpan (light breakfast), a humble yetas the aroma of smoked fish lingers in the air and
deeply satisfying meal featuring: the echoes d@ihugeefade into the dawn, we are
 Sandhah Guri- Roasted rice powder reminded once again: food is memofyod is

typically mixed with curd, cream, or heritage, food is homa
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Bohag Ekhoni Shristir Dolil
Surjya Jyoti Pua...

Emon NC.

High School playground, in Bharalumukhworkshops, the lights, the stage, performance,
Guwabhati, reminded me of somethingA.. People packed togethefun and endless
smudged memory hovering over the groundyerrimentA thousand-yeaold tradition that has
caressing an emptiness wrapped in the sublifif@nscended generations. Our elders gave it to us,
beauty of the nighfThe place has changed, an@nd we will entrust it to our children. Small girls
so has the world aroundThose moments gone...dressed itfekhela chadgrand boys irmuga
lost in the mist of the nevBut the sense remains.shirts and dhoti, going for Bihu workshops, do

The vague feeling of something being there, y&take a beautiful sightThis enthusiasm is
not there. praiseworthy...but... aretive limiting this great

It's spring... It is not the time to speak ofradition to a few repetitive activities? Is there a

what is lost, but to look ahead and brace ourselvégeper meaning to this revelry?
for the approaching future. Pablo Neruda siid, Spring, besides being an explosive
want to do to you what the spring does to theXpression of beautys also the messenger of
chery trees.” This is the season of blossom, othange. Daylight peeps into the dark night,
hope and of change comirithe poetics of nature Pushing it aside and making way for itself to shine.
is on full displayThe robust colour of the flowers, The barrenness of the cold days is ushered in by a
smeared all over the world and our weary mind¢/armth that nurtures the souls of the plants and
Ernest Hemingway wroté&The river will flow animals alikeThe world dances its way into a
again after it was fizen.” It is a moment when refreshing newness. Bihu gives us an occasion to
the bloom replaces the barrenness of winter ~ €xperience this change. It asserts the belief in the
Bihu, the lifeline of our community changeability of things, the impermanence of life
celebrates this parable of natuFee stage is set, and the flux of naturéhe flow of change cannot
and quite literally soThe length and breadth ofbe stemmed. Itis inevitable, itis the only constant.
this land will witness a colourful explosion of  Bihu epitomises this chang& its core, it is
merriment and enjoyment_ songs, dances, fo@ddl’eam of betteiThe better love, the better of
and happiness will flood the night sky in a joyouBope and the better of us. It gives us the strength
celebration of life. Braving hail and storm,and the faith to move forwar@he expression of

thousands will throng thieihutolis, and immerse Bihu is the expression of our triumph in surviving

themselves in the the endless oddd.here were times when the
reverberating rhythniThis cyclic seasonal Assamese community got dangerously close to

magic, since the beginning of humarading away It stood at the very edge where the

consciousness, has been the pit stop for reneWgscent began. But at those crucial moments,

and rejuvenation. resilience and hope asserted themselves and raised
But can Bihu be defined just as the total ghssam from the ashes.

the events and the festivities that make it up? The sound ofihol, pepaandgogonaand the
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rhythmic steps of the Bihu also prepared us to facdrospection.

an important constituent of change. It is the Bihu not only encompasses what is outside
swiftness or the pace at which change overwhelrhat also whas within. It is a moment when every
us. It is an intangible variable that keeps shiftinthinking Assamese, besides relating to the
with time. In todays world, it is moving at a community also has to delve deep into oneself.
lightning speed. Bihu teaches us to match our stéps know where each one of us stands and to
with it and imbibe the rapidity in our being. Butreassess the bank of values we carry within
mind you, it is not a competitive endeavoline ourselves. It is to be a meditative understanding
winner is not the one who touches the finishingf the self and the world that surroundsTlss is

line first. Ratherthe one who can take everyon¢he spirit of Bihu.

along. Bihu is a great levellétrdoesnt understand The spirit that is at once abstruse and distinct.
caste, creed or race. It is a festivity that erast#gs both the rhythm and the randomness. Like a
boundaries. hazy dream, it descends over the patchy school

Bihu gives us an opportunity to feel theground... shimmering and dancing, a thunder
unbound pride in our communig/achievements. rumbles in the distance. It is midnigfithe road
But it is a pride that is mixed with humilityt beside the ground is choked with fir@fA mass
makes us feel rooted and connects the unbridleflhumanity jostling with each othéfrheir eyes
past with the possibility of the future. It is time tovere trained on the stage, washed in a golden
rejoice at our achievements and replenish our sdifalogen light.
confidence with concrete guments based on A wooden table, a harmonium, a
genuine emotions and tangible facts. microphone, a set of dangling wires and a

Bihu is the time to start things afreshsit’ whirlpool of expectation. Bhupen Hazarika walks
the NewYear and marks the preparation for thento the stage... people chegde says something
new harvestThe seeds of novelty are to be sowabout the weathgabout love, about hope. It begins
in the fields as well as the mind&o look and to drizzle. He closes his eyes and sifig®i
connect to the world through the prism of Bihu i&hisu...” (I have come...). Bihu has come. It will
an imperative for everixsssamese. But this act iscome every year...till the day we keep its essence
to be accompanied by a deep sense of sediive
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Bohag Bihu on a Plat& taste of
Assamese Spring

Samagnee Baruah

“Bohaag mathu eti ritu nohoi, nohoi Bohaag eti pancakes made with rice floustufed with
maah Axomiya jaatir e ayukrekha, gana jibonor roasted sesame and jaggemnroasted coconut

e hah.” mixed with jaggery

(Bohag is not just a season, nor elyera <« GhilaPitha: Deep-fried and golden, these rice
month. It is the lifeline of thAssamese people, cakes are crunchy on the outside and soft and

an eternal sowe of courage.) chewy within. This Pitha is made from a
As spring arrives ilssam, the fragrance of  mixture of rice flouy jaggery and a pinch of
freshly pounded rice fills householdair. The baking soda or fermented rice batter

sweet hum okuli-keteki, therustling of new ¢ Sunga Pitha: A lessetknown delicacy this
leaves, and the fresh scenkopou ful —a gentle Pitha is made by steaming sticky rice and
reminder that Bohag has arrived. Bohag Bihu, also jaggery inside bamboo tubes, carrying the
known as Rongali Bihu, marks the celebration of smoky earthy aroma.
the Assamese Newear In every household of « Tekeli Pitha: Made with rice flour and layered
Assam, this Bihu comes alive not just through with sweet filling of coconut and jaggetihis
rituals and merriment, but through the timeless Pitha is traditionally steamed over in small
tradition of preparing and sharing food. kettles.These spongy rice cakes bring a melt-
Deeply connected to agrarian life, Bohag in-the-mouth experience.
Bihu signifies the sowing season, bidding farewedl Narikolor Laaru: Made with fresh coconut
to the old year and embracing the néitchen and jaggeryNarikolor Laarus are soft and
activity peaks during this time of the yeas all comforting, often the ones that are first to
the Axomiyasprepare an array of traditional disappear from the plate.
delicacies. Recipes are passed down to younger Tilor Laaru: Made with roasted sesame seeds
generations from the elders for new hands to keep mixed with molten jaggerthese small, nutty
them alive. Laarus are a perfect blend of crunch and
Let us take you on a culinary trail of festive sweetness.
flavours that make Bohag Bihu truly urdettable. Assameselolpan Chira-Doi: A quintessential
Pitha and Laarus. From the crackle ofil  start to a Bihu morning iAssam,Chira-Doiis a
Pithasto the soft bundles dfaarus each of these light yet wholesome meal that speaks tradition and
flavours carries the warmth of traditions. Daysomfort. This is made by mixin@hira (soaked
before the Bihu, the sight of grinding®dra Saul flattened rice) wittDoi (curd, preferablyMohor
(sticky rice), and grating coconuts is common idoi) and Gur (jaggery).This humble meal is
everyAxomiyahousehold. Here are a fd®ithas usually served in bell-metal bowls on Bihu
and Laarus, mostly termed as everyoree’ mornings and déred to guests as a mark of
favourite: warmth and hospitality
* Til Pitha or Narikol Pitha: A true Bihu Nature’s Goodness in evarbite: Though sweets
essential, these twBithasare crispy rolled dominate the season, savoury meals during Bohag
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Bihu are equally significanthey reflect seasonal is believed to aid digestion, highlighting how
produce and traditional cooking techniques: food acts as medicine.

101Bidh Xaak (Hundr ed and one varieties The traditional dishes &ssamese cuisine are a
of herbs). The people oAssam prepare a reflection of eating according to natuwgehythms,
special dish with 101 varieties of herbs. It iss they not only satisfy oreehunger but also
believed that the herbs used to make this dislourish the soul in harmony with the changing
have medicinal properties, often boosting sneseasons.

immune system. Beyond the Plate: Shaed Flavours and Bonds
Amroli Poruwar Tup: A rare and cherished Bohag Bihu is not a celebration confined to the
Bihu delicacy made out of red ant egdgyoli  home Visiting neighbours to greet, inviting friends
Poruwar Tup is a simple yet delightful dish. for a sumptuous Bihu spread, and welcoming
This dish, primarily consumed by tiWdhom family home for the festival — Bohag Bihu is
community offers a glimpse into the regian’ about sharing and connecting. Each dish prepared
indigenous flavours. Red ants are rich iduring this celebration is a gesture of warmth,
protein, iron and calcium, which help inwhere food becomes a medium of sharing love
building and repairing tissues. and gratitude. Even for families living away from
Maasor Tenga (Tangy Fish Curry): Maasor Assam, Bihu is celebrated with much pomp and
tenga a quintessentidissamese dish, is a light,show keeping the spirit alive. No matter the miles,
tangy fish curryThe curry is often soured with the taste of Bihu always finds its way home.

ou tenggelephant apple), tomatoes, lemon, or  In a fast-paced world like ours, traditional
eventhekera(dried garcinia). Cooked with Bihu delicacies remind us to slow down, to value
minimal spices, this dish is both refreshing andur heritage. Recipes that have been passed down
gut-friendly, making it ideal for warmer days.through generations not only carry ingredients,
Khaar: Often referred to asKhaar khua but stories of people, kitchens and the seasons
Axomiya”, Assamese people share a deegone byFood binds generations, in each freshly
rooted love for this alkaline disi culinary rolledPitha, it echoes the rhythm of a home that
identity of the stateKhaaris made from raw lives in usld

papaya, banana stem, or bottle gourd, and is

often served as the beginning of mekKisaar Author addess : GolaghatAssam
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Wihu- Kuh:An Indigenous Festival

Luman Taina

groups and their distinctive indigenousMungrey, Lungpi, Sangwal, Lanching, Hacheng,

culture, tradition, language and beliéfee Ronrang, Havi, Mossang, Sankegngri, Tkhak,
Tangsa orTangshang (Burma/Myanmar)Tuglom, Pangwa, dungkuk, Nokja, Kato,
community is one of the notable ethnic groups ¢fonthai, Thamphang, Muklom and Longchang.
India.According to Sir &phen Moreya linguist Each sub-clan follows diérent beliefs and
and eminent researchehe word ‘Tangsa is practices during their festival§.hey speak
derived from the two words: dng’ means multivariate dialects with typical tonal teéfences.
‘mountain’ or ‘hill" and ‘Sa’ refers to ‘person’ or Despite their diverse sub-identities, all laggsa
‘children’. Etymologically the wordTangsa come together to celebrate a traditional ritual cum
denotes ‘person from the mountains’ or ‘childrefestival called Wihu-Kuh or Lakhi Bihu
of the hills.’This indigenous group is known for(Assamese) dsha-\WW-Kuh (Mossanglangsa).
their agricultural customs and practices in the  The word ‘Whu' is the spirit of the earth,
Northeast regionTangsa is dibeto-Burmese and the festival is in honour of the eastpirit.
ethnic group, inhabitingsrunachal Pradesh andThe festivalWihu-Kuh is also known as the
Assam in the Northeastern regidihis incredible festival of ‘PaddyTransplantation’, which marks
community is an umbrella of various sub-clanghe beginning of the cultivation season.
In Assam, they settled in tHérap RangeTikok Traditionally, it is celebrated in eachangsa
Hill, Mulong Hill, Dihing-Patkai ranges and plainhousehold at dawn by sacrificing a chicken while
areas under the sub-divisional areaJiasSukia saying the traditional ritual prayer calleoh-rim
District of the state ofAssam since time (Tuglomor Cholim Tangsa) at the ritual post/
immemorial. Furthermord&angsa and their sub-pillar, holding a bamboo container containing rice
groups reside in the Changlang district dbeer orJu-Ri (Tikhak Tangsa) in one hand,
Arunachal PradeshThey follow various thanking the spirit of the earth, asking it to bring
traditional beliefs, practice unique festivalsi  greater prosperity in the futurggain, the upper
Kuh, Moh/Moal), have their own customs, speakeads of the wooden notched laddeak-chung
multiple dialects, uphold tradition, and maintairfTikhakTangsa) at the entrance (and the back) of
culture.The group is recognised as a Schedul¢de house as well as the ritual post are nicely
Tribe (Hills) under the Constitution of India.decorated with pink cockscomb flowerkukura
Traditionally, theTangsa community believed inJoba (Assamese)xo-xo pyo(Cholim Tangsa or
Animism, Naturism andiotemism.They also TuglomTangsa) wrapped with wild leaves called
worship deities, spirits and souldis indigenous Nyap ¥k (TikhakTangsa) oKoupat(Assamese)
group believes in a supreme being that created afid after the
existence, commonly known &angkhotakor chicken has been sacrificed the post as well
Rangwa,or Rangfrah Gradually they started to as the head of the ladders are smeared with blood,
accept various beliefs, like Rangfraismand a prayer is sung while pouring rice-beer over
Christianity Hinduism, Buddhism etc. Some ofthe flowers xo-xo pyar cockscomb flower)his
the sub-groups of thieangsa community identified is also done at the chicken coop, the cattle pen,
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and the rice granarysually this ritual is followed harvest festival, it is more than just an agricultural
by performing augury with the claws of thdestival; it is also a showcase of the spirit of the
chicken.The ritual basket contains a container cfangsa communityAnnually, Wihu-Kuh has
bamboo with rice-bega packet ofhin-cha(spicy been celebrated by thEangsa community on
chutney made of rice, salt, ginger and roasted fiSlanuary 5 inAssam since2009. First and
or chicken) spoken iffuglomor CholimTangsa. foremost, the festival (Wu-Kuh) was initiated
The whole rituals are led by the elders and tlend led byAphu Tyanglam, Lemo, and Shimo
eminent personalities of the household and tlonrang inAssam. Later on, Lt. Binodaina,
village. The welcoming oWVihu with fresh rice, Lt. Lukam Tuglom, Ahu NongYongkuk and
fresh flowers, fresh leaves, meat and fish cookedme renowned persons promoted the festival
with fresh firewood and rice-beer and hence, by  from time to time by creating awareness in
derivation, also of the important guests, to a honfangsa populated areas. Once a \tbarfestival
is accompanied by singing of théhu songs or Wihu- Kuh is celebrated with pomp and joy in a
Sahwisongs with special tones and rhythmic dangerticular location decided by the community
that accompanies At this festival, both men andis a festival that marks the rhythms of seasons,
women decorate themselves with traditional attireultivation and the harmony between humans and
garlands made of stone beads, stones and camasure.This festival is not just a celebration; it is
(Silver or Brass or Copper coins), headgears (clathmanifestation of th&@angsa communitytheir
or garland made with stone beads), feathers of witdiltural identity resilience, and their unique
birds, and women usually wear on their headspectacle that transcends borders, inviting us all
Traditionally theShapolcsong (Taditional song) to witness and appreciate the richness of
IS sung by the elders of the village (men adandigenous cultures and traditions. Eatlitre
women), accompanied by villagers festival was not very familiar to other
during this occasion. In observation of theommunities. Nowadays, this festival is gaining
festival Wihu-Kuh, some traditional games argopularity among a broad@ssamese societt
played, and folk tales are shared by the oldgresent, th&angsa community follows a variety
generation with the young related to heroi@f religions, and the syncretic nature is observed
romantic, nature, environment, and brotherhoamong th&angsas oAssam. It is significant and
aspectsThrough these rituals and activities, th@ecessary to preserve the unique indigenous
Tangsa community has strong faith @n®angti festivals, fairs, culture and traditions of the
(Sun) andHonnyam(Moon) as their ancestors.indigenous tribes. Otherwise, they will lose their
This festival is observed during the winter seasoariginality in the upcoming day$he festivals and
A stanza of th&Vihu song HakhurTangsa folk fairs help to conserve the peculiar characteristics

song) is given below: of ethnic groups.

Nahti Sanwangti Kama Phanchan Kuta
Nahti Honnyam \WRa Werikkuta Reference List:

Nathti Ni Nawi Jap Kuta Chah Chuih 1. Bapat, PV. (2018).2500 ¥ars of Buddhism
Cha, Nyam Chuti Ha Nyam KAh New Delhi, Publications Division of the

MeansOur forefather Sanwangti (Sun) and Ministry of Information and Broadcasting of
foremother Honnyam (Moon) said that God gives the govt. of India.
prosperity and wealth who wish for it. 2. Bera, GK. 2016.Endangeed Cultues and
The indigenous festivalWihu-Kuh, Languages in North East Indi&uwahati,
signifies the symbol of love for land and a strong  Spectrum Publications.
sense of communityhrough this festival, the 3. Barkakati, Minakxi, Ruscheweyh2@15).
community welcomes the prosperity of a  ‘Best of All Worlds: Rangfraism the New
bountiful harvestThis festival is not only a Institutionalized Religion of dngsa
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After the
Buddhist eligion
declined, the
caves fell into
ruin for moe
than 1000 years.
It is believed that
the caves went
discoveed until
the early 19th
century when a
British officer
Captain John
Smith discovexd
the caves while
going tiger
hunting. The
caves wer also
mentioned by
Chinese Buddhist
travelers in the
early times.

The Sacred Caves

Orgha Goswami

ituated 400 km from Mumbai and 100 km from

&urangabad towards the north of the city are one of the
ost famous UNESCO world heritage sites in the world,

Ajanta cavesThe Ajanta caves got its name from the village
Ajanta situated 2 km away from the caves. | was mesmerised
by the architecture of the caves and how the artist monks were
able to build these caves without any modern equipment in those
times.The artwork there was one of the finest examples of Mural
paintings.

It was an exceptionally warm day with the sun right above
my head, and | could feel the heat on my sWie.had travelled
to Aurangabad the day before and put up in a city hotel there.
From the hotel, we left at 8.2M and after travelling for about
100 km, we reached the parking area on the outskirts Afahta
caves aroundllAM. Beyond that point, vehicles are not allowed,
and one has to take the service of the government-provided shuttle
bus to pick us up and transport us into the valley where the caves
are locatedAfter following the banks of the rivéaiaghora for
4kms, we reached our destinatids per theArchaeological
Survey of India, there are 30 caves one after anaotiinch also
include an unfinished one. Out of these 30 caves, only five are
Chaityagrihas while the rest are viharas. Chaityagrihas were used
as halls while viharas were used for living by the monks.

We hurried to buy the entry tickets and started our journey
towards the caves, which were high up in the btdirst, we
couldnt see the caves at all, but as we climbed the stairs, we
soon reached the first cave. | was overwhelmed by the interiors
of the caves. | soon guessed that each of the caves must have
had a statue of Buddha and imagined how beautiful it must have
been during the initial year$he paintings on the walls inside
are called Fresco painting¥hile most of the paintings had been
damaged and faded, in some places, you still get a glimpse of
the art done. | heard that, in the visitor centre located near the
parking area, there were reconstructions of the paintings, but |
couldnt see them as the visitor centre was closed due to COVID
regulations.

Perhaps my favourite cave was cave number six, which
was a two-story building-like formation carved out of a huge
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rock. It had steep stairs to climb up to the firggoing tiger hunting.The caves were also
floor. There was a rope tied to a grill at the tomentioned by Chinese Buddhist travellers in the
and | took its help of the rope to climb up the stairearly times.
At first, | was a little scared to climb as they were  After about 3.5 hours of walking, we finished
steep, but slowly | got used to it and became mattee tour of theAjanta caves. Since the site was
confident. The view from the first floor was 100km from our hotel, we made a quick stop at a
stupendous. It also had some small rooms whicastaurant run by the Maharashffaurist
produced a nice echo and vibration when ydbevelopment Corporation. Even the simple rice
chanted “Om “The feeling was entirely surreal. and dal tasted so good since | was eating after
After the Buddhist religion declined, thealmost six hoursWhile returning, we made a
caves fell into ruin for more than 1000 years. It iquick stop at a souvenir shop and then headed back
believed that the caves werediscovered until to our hotel. | am really lucky that | could get a
the early 19th century when a Britishfioér, chance to visit thajanta caves. | hope | can visit
Captain John Smith, discovered the caves whillkeAjanta caves agaial
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Rajdeep Satta
Seashore Soliloquy

Then was not copious ago

Canopy of everlasting mellow and tranquil, | lived
Thick as thieves’ blues and greens now missed,
Agonise only their luciditythe more | resist.

Also did, fragrance in sun and smoky evenings,
Treading shaken feet to abode so new

Said hello to faces, eyes never recall

Souls, bag and baggage whilst seen sprawl,
distressed wits when feared to speak along.
Murky I, until spark of a wander ignited

To balmy blue breeze, sand so golden and seas
They utter true if calm triumphs,

it does here only if this paradise be any near
Waves afar then embraced pedestals

Dying light of dusk taken over by lighthouse
Dimmed vessels shared twinkle with stars
magically they healed most o’ my scars.

Tides waited for none

So, time from dusk to minutes past ten splashes,
as we sat hit every now and then

But like a souvenir my feebly wet shirt retraced

| to settle for rest of the dark

And words to let their feet kiss fading

waves soon again, as you and

I in the golden shine take air along familiar shorelthe.
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Anaya Bharali

The Journey QA Nymph

She, the Nymph, escaping the deep, Runs in the cold, with her little safekeep.

Taking small breaths from the caliginous ,sky
Sprinting and thinking of the pellucid flies.

Thinking of the ground being unknowingly capricious,
She looks at the thorns with roses most precious.

- Anaya Bharali 1¥ears, Class 8

Rajarhat, Kolkata

Missing the teeth of the viny crops,

She trips and falls against the flufjrass and drops.

When she finally arrives in her wake,
She trots to the shiny clear spheres flying up from the lake.

She then hits a little light that descended from the black ink,
Warming up her heart and holding her cleastrings.

She sprints and sits under #gple

Blossom tree, knelt, Holds the fallen flower and gleams as it melts.

Now she resides, in the tree hollcand
Holds the melted bud under the shrub she follolakd.

Poet : 13 ¥ars, Class 8, Rajaat, Kolkata
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. The Lady
By Anavi Bha

Class 12, Kolkata
Water Colour on Paper
8X1lIn

Year 2025




The Sun

By Asin Joonak
(Class 7, Majuli
Acrylic on Cavas
13X18In

Year 2020

By Anukarsh Bhattacharyya

Class 7, Kolkata
Crayon on Paper
8X11iIn

Year 2025

The Rhino



By Mezangkori Ngatey

Class 3, Kolkata
Colour Pencil on Paper

Size: 8X10In

Year 2025
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HCM Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma interacted with
representatives of the Kolkata Assamese Cultural
Association (KACA), which is dedicated to
preserving and promoting Assamese culture
among the Assamese community in Kolkata.

"B 1

] Ramen Deka @ . Follow
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A delegation from the Kolkata
Assamese Cultural Association met
the Honourable Chief Minister of

Assam and the Honourable
Governor of Chhattisgarh during
their visit to Kolkata. The meeting
focused on promoting Assamese
culture and strengthening
community unity

During a meeting with the
Chairman-cum-Managing Director
of Coal India Ltd. in Kolkata, a
delegation from the Kolkata
Assamese Culrural Association
discussed potential partnerships to
promote cultural exchange and
collaborative development initiatives

With Mr. Satyendra Kumar
Singh, Chief General
Manager, Local Head

Office, State Bank of India,

Kolkara, afong with the
delegarion from the Kolkata
Assamese Cultural
Association.




; The Lady

By Anavi Bhattacharyya
(Class 12, Kolkata
Water Colour on Paper

| 8§X11In

Year 2025

Crayon on Drawing Paper

ByAayansh Raj Garg
(Class 1, Kolkata
Year 2025

Bihu Dance



o OIL INDIA

Committed to India's Energy Security...
Since last six decades
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Demattrie Hotel

Unit of Demasttrie Hospitality Pve Lid,

ﬂﬁarmm‘a/a aféafa

Where Heritage Meets Luxury!

8981006215 meptattedenen

8. 12/1, Nellie Sengupta Sarani, (Lindsay Street) 1st Floor, Back Building, Kolkata- 700087




IMFRESSIHN

Manufacturer & Wholesaler
98540 18001, 86386 70956

H. No. 1, Bishnu Rabha Path, Beltola Tiniali
Guwahati (Assam) - 781028



Pre School & Daycare
WHERE LITTLE STARS SHINE BRIGHTER

t;’ Crystaal Wisdom

WHY CHOOSE US?
" SAFE & SECURE CAMPUS WITH CCTV IN CLASSROOMS
*  CARING & EXPERIENCED EDUCATORS
*  SPECIAL EDUCATORS
*  PLAY-BASED, HANDS-ON LEARNING
. SMALL CLASS SIZES FOR PERSONAL ATTENTION
" CREATIVE ARTS, STORYTELLING , MUSIC AND YOGA
*  INDOOR & OUTDOOR PLAY AREAS
" ADVANCED CLASSROOMS & HYGIENIC SPACES
' DAYCARE FACILITY FOR WORKING PARENTS
" BIANNUAL DENTAL CHECK-UPS FOR KIDS

REGISTRATION OPEN

i
LOCATION:
HOUSE NO30, PRINCIPAL J B RD, & KK BHATTA ROAD, 'ﬁ
CHENIKUTHI GUWAHATI, ASSAM 781003
CALL US: 8135988236 EMAIL: CRYSTAALWISHDOMSCHOOL@GMAIL.COM i




With Rest Campé’mem‘y

Enter a vill far)(un @’foocl

7,
&@w§lﬁ|a’;ﬂ ShOIOtAl'l(:l’Bzmgali®
QT TCHAT HNTEIGT



With Best Cgmp/imenfy

Cakes




With Best Cgmp/imenfy

41\

Enduring Value



With Best Cgmp/imenfy

KARUKRIT




Say

Good Morning

to Freshnes

The journey of the esteemed

DPRG Group started with-a

dream. Shri Pawan Kumar. Coyal
migrated to Assam from Village
Hansi.(Haryana) in the year 1980
with a dream:of making a mark

in the country

Group of

Companies

Borbil Tea Company

Jagunbari Tea Company

Chandraawati Tea LLP
DPG Energy Ltd.

500+

Happy Customers

+91 8697818181

Why Choose Us

For Transparency

ranufacturing CTC Astam Black

Tea the brand oup has

Became o favoused choice of e
guadity and

Pure Taste
ad, L will s @ strong
whie taste and

miauthfsal

For a Ready Solution

We dre devolad tosaids olfering
a wide assortonent of the bost
claws CTC Assam Black Tea

AJC Tower , 204 | AJC Bose Road,
3rd Floor, Kolkata,
VWest Bengal 70007
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SBI

The banker to every

HASSLE-FREE BANKING,
SIRF EK CALL MEIN.

TOLL-FREE NO.
18001234 /18002100

SERVICES AVAILABLE

« Balance enquiry & Last 5 Transactions

» Account Statement

» Generate / Change ATM PIN

o Block ATM Card / Reissue ATM Card / Dispatch Status of ATM Card
o Home / Education Loan Interest Certificate
o Deposit Interest Certificate / TDS Details

o CIF and Home Branch information

 YONO /INB related queries

o Cheque Book Issuance / Stop Cheque

« Internet Banking User ID / UPI ID Blocking

e Deposit and Loan Products Feature
and many more services...



