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These iconic opening lines are from Dr. Bhupen
Hazarika’s timeless song “Manuhe Manuhor Babe”.
It was penned, composed and sung by the Bharat Ratna
awardee in the 1960s, at a time when Assam went
through its clamorous language movement. At its core,
the song is a timeless anthem, advocating for
unity,humanity and compassion.

While we celebrate and extol Dr. Hazarika’s life
and works, one begs to consider the questionE, for all
our admiration, do we really follow what he preaches?

“Manuhe Manuhor Babe” presents a simple
messageE. be kind to your fellow humans, help those in
need and be good people. On paper, deceptively simple
to follow. In practice? Not so much. Kindness is, in fact,
alostart. It is tough to find decency in the humdrum of
everyday life. In the first paragraph of the song, Dr.
Hazarika brings up an important question, if man himself
does not think for his fellow humans, who will? Who
will be kind to us as a society, if not us? He doesn’t ask
for much, no earth-shattering feats. Just simple, basic
respect and kindness. Is that too much?

The song provides perhaps the simplest criticism
of capitalism. If we are only interested in the monetary

value of the other person, if we focus on the financial
benefits offered by others, is that not an empty way to
live? Have our history books not shown us the
devastation that occurs when money is placed above
people? Across time periods, in multiple continents, with
varied dynasties, it has never ended well. What use is
knowing our past if we cannot learn from it? When all
is dust, can we eat money?

Dr. Hazarika also asks, what do we have to lose
if we help someone in need? Is it not a beautiful feeling
to help one purely because we are able to? Do our
gods, saints and holy books across the world not preach
just that? Kindness is instinctual, we are all born good.
It is our life experiences that shape our behaviour and
ideals. We must strive to be decent, at the very least.

“Manuh Jodihe Nohoi Manuh”, if we do not act
as humans ourselves, what can we expect from others?
If animals are more humane than us, is it not something
to be ashamed about?

Discussions about Dr. Bhupen Hazarika’s works
will always continue, as they should. His brilliant mark
on Assamese literature, culture and history will never be
dulled. His plethora of songs, plays, and films will continue
to enrich the lives of people. In all this, we must also
remind ourselves what Dr. Hazarika has always wanted
from mankindE, a good, uplifting and helpful society.
Going forward, we should practice what Dr. Hazarika
has always preached, and be good people. B
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K1 Je Chandat Holo Bandi
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his song by Dr. Hazarika bears
I autobiographical elements, reflecting some of
the most difficult times in his life. It was written
on March 10th, 1993, in Kolkata, (Dr. Bhupen
Hazarikar Geet Samagra, edited by Surya Hazarika,
pg.E. 159) when he found himself struggling to move
forward in life. He had left behind a relatively
comfortable life, one that was at least financially secure,
when he worked as a professor at Gauhati University.
After resigning from his position, which paid a salary
of Rs. 650 per month, he had very little income. Despite
this, he still had to support his parents, as well as his
siblings, wife, and son.

Dr. Hazarika often made life decisions that felt
like swimming against the current. For instance, after
completing his PhD in the USA, he could have easily
stayed there, secured a university job, obtained
Anmerican citizenship, and settled down comfortably.
Alternatively, with some compromises, he could have
continued his position at Gauhati University and lived
a comfortable life. When he was preparing to move
to Kolkata, he had only Rs. 35 in his pocket (Pg-163
- Moi Eti Jajabor).

Dr. Hazarika could have sought financial
assistance from his wife Priyam's family or even taken
ajob as a Public Relations Officer with Air India
International, thanks to the help of Priyam’s maternal
uncle, B.R. Patel, offering a monthly salary of around
Rs. 10,000. It was mainly due to acute financial crisis
that led Dr. Hazarika to send his wife Priyam, son
Tez, and his younger sister Queen to Priyam's home
in Baroda. Despite these options, Dr. Hazarika was
a man of strong principles who never compromised
in life. He made decisions that led to immense
suffering and struggle, all because he refused to take
an easier path.

® Diganta Kumar Kakati

Dr. Hazarika often reflected that he had made it
a principle to swim against the tide. He questioned
himself, wondering how he had found himself'in such
a challenging situation, ultimately shaping the course
ofhis life. The song captures this sentiment:

“K1 je chandat halo bandi
Eeha Janamto pai

Nejano kiman bhramido lagibo
Sangi kono je nai”
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Dr. Hazarika reflects on the one life he has,
having trapped himselfin a difficult situation of constant
struggle. He doesn't know how far he will have to go
on this road, filled with hurdles. Yet, he faces this
journey alone, with no companion in the race of life.
As Robert Frost said in his poem The Road Not
Taken :

“And I took the one less travelled by,
And that has made all the difference.”

All the miseries, struggle and hardships in his life
are because of his choice of the road less travelled by
other people.

“Longhan koriba nowara niyam
Longhan kariye hay

Oniomoke karilo niyam

Pamne lakhya thai”
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It is always easier to follow a path that many
others have already taken and reach the destination.
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However, it is much more difficult to create a new
path as you move forward and still reach your goal.
Dr. Hazarika, too, wonders whether, by setting his
own unbreakable rules, he will ever be able to reach
his destination.

There is a saying that a lotus blooms amidst the
mud. Similarly, to attain that lotus, we must wade
through the mud. In other words, achieving great
success in life requires struggle and persistent effort.
However, there are always people who mock such
efforts, ridiculing the pursuit of success.

The last Stanza says -

“Ananta akash gabhir sagar

Iyato logori nai

Nachiye phuricho Seyehe tandava
Dundubhi bajai”
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He has travelled alone, but not as a defeated
soul. Instead, he dances like Lord Shiva's Tandava,
with his presence felt everywhere. His remarkable
achievements have astonished people, leaving them
in awe ofhis journey.

This song shows the mental strength, resolution

and determination of the author. Only an exceptionally
courageous and stubborn man can go against the
whole world. This song aptly reminds us about the
famous lines of John Milton in the poem Paradise
Lost.

“It is better to reign in hell Than to serve in
heaven”

His spirit is indomitable. It can be broken, not
defeated. The theme of Samudra Manthan, the
churning of the ocean to obtain the elixir of eternal
life, is presented in this song. This story, a major
episode in Hindu mythology, is described in the Vishnu
Purana and Bhagavat Purana. The irony lies in the
fact that not everyone involved in the Samudra
Manthan is successful. Along with the elixir, poison
also emerges from the ocean. While the gods (Devas)
receive the share of the Amrita, the demons (Asuras)
are left deprived and ridiculed. Similarly, the author,
too, faced deprivation and mockery many times. Yet,
he never accepted defeat. Ultimately, he succeeded,
and his critics were silenced.

This is a short song, expressed in simple yet
elegant language. The sonority of his voice shines
through, and the composition, set to Dadra Taal, with
its sweet melody and beautiful rhythm, is a true blessing
for the listeners. B
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Soliloquy of a Song

: The birth of

Buku hom hom kore...

newspapers, the multi-hued magazines and the books swayed

to a silent symphony created by the pen as it slid over a writing
pad. The nib guided by a delicate hand, painted words of emotive
beauty drenched in subtle meaning of human labor. The descend-
ing evening had forced its way into the cluttered space laying bare
the fragility of the day as it fought a losing battle with the night.
But the occupant of the room was oblivious to this stir around him.
He was drowned in the realms of the alphabets and words, that
lyrically flowing out of his pen.

Dressed in white kurta and pajama, with his thick set of
hair drawn backward and a black framed glassed resting on the
ridge of his nose, Nirode Chaudhury was writing an article that
would go on print in two hours’ time. A faint furrow appeared
on his forehead, as his eyes struggled to see through the shad-
ows that spread over the paper. He switched on the table lamp. ..
An inviting island of yellow warmth embraced both the writer
and his writing.

As he reached the end of the third page, an incipient smile
began to play on his lips. A character of a short story that he planned
to write in the morning, had said something really unexpected. It
would alter the original plot, but Nirode Chaudhury, being a
seasoned storyteller, knew that at times he had to give a free hand
to his fictional characters. There were three more pages to go
before he can end this article. It was about a political developments
in the US presidency. He consulted a news report and continued
with his writing.

This was how Nirode Chaudhury worked. Dabbling between
the multiple universes of short story, news articles, journalism, novels
and novellas. .. writing with a creative spontaneity very few can
master.

The reverie of his thought was disturbed by movement at
the edge of his vision. Without raising his head, he said “What do
you want?”

There was no reply.

Annoyed, Chaudhury looked up. A boy around twelve years
of age, stood at the doorway. Nirode Chaudhury repeated the
question.

In the sublime melodic stillness of the moment, the stacks of
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There is someone waiting for you”
the boy replied.

“Where?” asked Nirode Chaudhury.

“Just across the street.”

Who would have the audacity to do
something like this, wondered Nirode
Chaudhury, disturbing him at his work. His
friends, colleagues and well-wishers knew
very well that he doesn’t entertain visitors
at this hour.

“Go back and tell him to come
tomorrow”

The boy hesitated and then left.

Nirode Chaudhury shook his head in
disgust and began to write. A few minutes



lapsed before the boy again appeared. This time he carried an empty
cigarette packet. He handed it to Chaudhury. On the white space
over the tobacco company’s logo, the name “Nirode” written in neat
curvy Assamese.

Nirode Chaudhury stood up, took a sip of his honey bee brandy
and rushed outside. In the land across the press building in Chandamar,
the construction of the Chief Engineer’s office, (Public Works
Department) was going on in full swing. The place had been dug up
and heaps of loose soil, stone, and bricks were scattered all over. Steel
rods protruded from the ground, carrying a vague sense of the structure
it was to become.

Seated atop a pile of rusting iron rods, was a lone lean figure,
dressed in a white shirt, gray trousers, and a Gurkha cap. His eyes,
distant and dreamy seemed to transcend the bounds of the horizon...he
exuded a vibe of extreme calmness. ..a calmness that holds a storm in
its womb.

“Bhupen da” said Nirode Chaudhury.

Bhupen Hazarika turned “Sorry to disturb you...carry on with
your work ... will wait for you here” he said. “ You can sit in my
office” Nirode Chaudhury made a halfhearted request.

In the next half an hour, Chaudhury finished the article, gave
direction to the artist about the layout and wrote two small briefs for
the cinema page. The red of the sun had almost disappeared and the
sky took on a faint blue tone as both Bhupen Hazarika and Nirode
Chaudhury walked along the pavement.

“Where are you headed Nirode ?”” asked Bhupen Hazarika.

“To my sisters place in Maligaon” Nirode Chaudhury replied.

“I think we should take a Taxi”

Given the distance to be traversed, it took quite a bit of convincing
on the part of Chaudhury to make a rickshaw puller to agree to go to
Maligaon.

In the entire way, it was Bhupen Hazarika who spoke and
Chaudhury listened. From his new projects in Kolkata, to the state of
world affairs, to the a film he had recently watch, ...everything under
the sun or rather under the star lit night sky. On reaching Maligaon,
Hazarika insisted that they take another rickshaw back to Pan bazar. It
was next to impossible for Chaudhury to refuse him. So, both men
hopped on a rickshaw and resumes their journey.

When the rikshaw reached station road in Panbazar Nirode
Chaudhury said “Bhupenda. . .you should go to Shillong. . .it will freshen
youup”

“You think so...” said Hazarika with a smile.

The rickshaw had come to a halt near a Dak Bungalow at the
traffic crossing. It then stood at the place where later on the Reserve
Bank of India was to be build. Bhupen Hazarika got down and slowly
walked away. A restlessness simmering in his being.

When Nirode Chaudhury, visited the bungalow the next morning,
the care taker informed that Hazarika had already left. For the next
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three days there was no news of his
whereabouts. On the fourth day an in-
land letter was waiting for Chaudhury
in his room. It was from Bhupen
Hazarika. A single sentence was writ-
ten across the page. “Shillong or prakriti
dekhi. . .nostalgia hoi. . .buku mur hom
hom kore kio baru Nirode?”” (Why does
the beauty of Shillong, make me
nostalgic...and my heart go hom
hom...Nirode?)

That was the first time Bhupen
Hazarika had used the word Buku
Hom Hom kore.

A week later, crouched on the
bathroom floor, pouring water over a
pile of cloths Bhupen Hazarika said “
Nirode I have written a new song...I
still have to work on the lyrics but the
tune is almost done” He began to sing
Buku ham ham kore.

The song pierced through
Nirode Chaudhury’s heart, scattering
and assimilating a million emotions.
He closed his eyes... drowning
himself in the fervent rhythm of the
moment. He knew then and there
that he was in the midst of history in
making. ll



The Sculptor’s Devotion

lived a talented architect and sculptor named

Shambhu. He was deeply devoted to Lord
Vishwanath and had one heartfelt dream—to create a
magnificent statue in His honour.

One day, gathering his courage, Shambhu went
to the King of Kashi and expressed his desire. The
king, pleased by his devotion, granted permission and
support for the grand creation.

Shambhu poured his heart and soul into the work.
He crafted the statue with unmatched skill, adorning it
with precious rubies and pearls. When it was finally
completed, the statue looked divine—radiant, elegant,
and full of life.

Soon, travellers from distant lands began visiting
Kashi just to witness this masterpiece. The king was

In ancient times, in the sacred city of Kashi, there
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proud, and for a long time, peace and admiration filled
the kingdom.

But one day, a traveller arrived at the palace and
remarked dismissively,

“What is so special about this statue?”

The king, stung by the comment, grew angry. In
his pride, he summoned Shambhu and ordered,

“Build another statue—greater and taller than this
one!”

The queen, noticing the king’s fury, asked what
had happened. After hearing the matter, she suggested
a harsh and cruel idea:

“Ifhe fails, you should cut off both his hands.”

Shambhu was horrified, but he had no choice
except to obey the king’s command.

The next day, he was brought before the court.
As the punishment was about to be carried out, the sky
suddenly roared. A powerful presence filled the air—
Lord Shiva Himself appeared before them.

“O King of Kashi,” Lord Shiva said in a
thunderous voice,

“for your arrogance and cruelty, I curse you. In
your next life, you shall meet your death at the hands
of Ravana, the demon king of Lanka.”

With these words, Lord Shiva vanished.

The king was shaken with fear and regret.
Realizing his grave mistake, he immediately apologized
to Shambhu.

Kind-hearted Shambhu forgave him and said
gently,

“Do not grieve, my king. In your next life, you will
also be born as a great devotee of Lord Vishnu.”

And so, the story ends with a question—

Can you guess who the King of Kashi became
in his next life?®
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Banaras - A Rejuvenation

Older than
history, older than

tradition, older
even than legend,
and looks twice as
old as all of them
put together
— ‘Mark Twain’

® Rajdeep Satta

r I Yhese words indeed resonate deeply as you begin treading
through the ghats and the very narrow lanes of Banaras. With
temples established every quarter of a kilometre, scent of fresh

flowers and incense sticks, drama of light and shadows captivating the

alleys and frequent chants of ‘Har Har Mahadev’, the city is no less a

portal. Portal to a meditative space that offers A reflection on our attachment

to the divine, clarity on the difference between need and want and a bright
light that clears the haze surrounding our purpose in life.

It presents a striking and incomparable portrayal of the coexistence
of life and death, where the warmth, vibrance, and spiritual uplift of Ganga
Aarti unfolds alongside the sombre hush and lingering smoke emanating
from the countless cremations at Manikarnika Ghat.

At Manikarnika Ghat, one does not shed tears over death; instead,
farewells are offered with as much composure and acceptance as the
heart can hold. For it is believed that the departed soul attains Moksha -
liberation from the endless cycle of rebirth and finally breaks free from
the sombre chains of existence.

There is also a deep-rooted belief that Lord Shiva himself whispers
the Taraka Mantra into the ears of the deceased, guiding the soul toward
salvation. Visitors often recount how they sit for hours, gazing at the burning
pyres, losing all sense of time as they become absorbed in the profound
stillness of the moment.

What this ghat ultimately reveals is the stark truth of existence: all
our ego, pride, fortunes, and achievements dissolve into insignificance in
the face of death. It stands as a powerful reminder that, in the end, death
alone remains the ultimate truth.

Flowing parallel to the city’s spiritual essence is an irresistible trail of
relishing, mouth-watering aromas from its local delicacies. From the tangy
Tamatar Chaat and Kachori Sabji to the delicate sweetness of Malaiyyo
and the crisp delight of Palak Chaat, one simply cannot resist indulging in
them almost every day.

Banaras is not merely a city—it is an experience that transcends
time, emotion, and understanding gently dissolving the boundaries between
life and death, devotion and detachment, simplicity and indulgence. As
you leave the city, you carry with you more than memories of the ghats
and winding alleys —you carry a muted introspection, a softened ego, and
a deeper awareness of life’s fleeting yet meaningful nature. In its chaos
lies calm, in its rituals lies reflection, and in its timelessness lies a truth that
stays with you long after you are gone.®
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An essay on Al and its impact on
the Indian economy

Iis a very serious and a tangible technology
Awhich is going to be, if not already, ubiquitous

in our lives. The impact of the technology is
real, and it has through its generative Al platforms
like ChatGPT, Grok, Gemini etc started to make our
lives easier. [ have subscribed to the Rs 700 per month
model of Grok as I cannot no longer ignore it. Grok
as a platform has helped me a lot in my day-to-day
decision making, researching, drafting, doubt clarifying
while preparing for my law exams, practicing
communication skills, to seeking friendly advice, and
the list goes on and on. When I compare this with all
the OTT subscriptions that I have, the investment
decision was not difficult at all. Everything that I
described just now is what we can do to make our
personal lives more productive, but productivity will
soon be visible in other aspects of our economy as
well because of Al. Coding is now being executed by
Al Infact, Generative Al models are now helping to
build other Generative Al models. The technology is

® Akash Baruah

evolving super-fast with capabilities of running tasks
with little prompts being a reality now. It is just a matter
a time when we see the technology being adopted in
machines that perform jobs that were earlier done by
humans. Therefore, all the capital expenditure that
we see being deployed by NVIDIA, Google,
Microsoft, Anthropic, Open Al etc are not darts
thrown in the dark, but an imperative necessity. This
is the technology which will dominate our future and
one cannot, for any reason, afford to be behind the
curve. Companies which cannot innovate and
capitalize on this start will not survive at all. Hence,
are the trillion-dollar investments a stretch? Not at all
when I see that my very existence depends on it. The
stock valuations of these technology firms have no
correlation with the efficacy and the reality of the Al
technology per se. Therefore a bubble in the stock
prices might be the case but certainly not a bubble in
the technology. Everyone is betting on everyone, but
in the end only a few will survive.

The technology in the short to medium term
will lead to job loses. Historically, when the Steam
Engine, the car, electricity, computers and the internet
were developed, there were job loses till the next thirty
years from the time of the first invention. But, as we
see, every invention created multiple new industries
that generated many more jobs than it destroyed. Only
the nature of the jobs changed which required massive
reskilling of the manpower. Lets, take the example of
the car. Since its invention, for sure, certain horse
carriage drivers lost their jobs, carpenters making those
coaches lost their jobs and people repairing the wheels
also got out of business. However, If I look at what
the car industry delivered to mankind over the last 70
years, despite of the initial job losses, is simply
phenomenal. There was massive productivity gains
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as people were able to travel faster,
transportation of goods became faster, and
people could do more stuff within that same
limited amount of time. This allowed the
economy to gallop. On the job creation front,
the production of cars increased, the music
system required inside the cars evolved, good
quality tires on the car were necessary, there
was a need for different kinds of fabrics for
seats inside the car, also we required
workshops and mechanics for repairing the
car. Every aspect of the car created a whole
new industry of its own and added to the
creation of jobs. Adjustment was never linear
and neither will it be now. Nevertheless, the
playbook will remain the same. Jobs losses
in the short term and productivity gains along
with new job creation in the medium term.
How will Al impact India and what should we do?
There is no doubt that we must create jobs and
good quality jobs for the roughly 50 lakhs young
graduates each year. Currently we have a deficit of
roughly 20 lakhs jobs each year. When Al is adopted
by the world, India has to do the same otherwise it
will become uncompetitive. If a factory in China
adopts Al to keep its cost of production of a radio at
Rs 1,000, India too must adopt the same technology
to keep its cost down or else go out of business.
Amidst this inevitability, India must find its new
competitive advantage and imbibe an entrepreneurial
mindset. At the macro level, some of the areas where
an average Indian can focus on are high value
agriculture, travel and tourism, trading or investing in
the stock market, high quality services export such as
online teaching, online accounting services etc. India
is a country with a vast landmass, and we have to
utilize it. Agriculture which includes animal husbandry,
must be prioritized. Look for markets where higher
quality agricultural produces, fish, meat etc can be
exported. Fruits such as Yubari King Mellon, Ruby
Roman Grapes, Tamago Mango are highly priced in
the international markets. Vegetables such as
Yamashita Spinach, La Bonnotte Potatoes etc are
epitomes of high-quality agricultural produces. Japan,

not surprisingly, leads in this high value agriculture
space. | am not saying that we have to go to this
extreme, but we must focus on a reasonably high
standard of agriculture. India also has an abundance
of culture, heritage and beautiful landscapes. We need
to capitalize on this and create businesses around it.
Young travel companies which deliver unique
experiences to people is a tangible opportunity. Let
the world come and experience us. Apart from this
we can leverage the power of the internet and create
online teaching materials for the world. Indians are
good in math. If so, then why not create meaningful
content and sell it through platforms such as Udemy,
Coursera, Youtube and others? Similarly, people can
start trading in the stock markets. Something which
has a very low barrier to entry and with some basic
training, people can seriously start earning money. It
involves risks, but we already are in a risky territory
in terms of the employment situation. India needs to
adopt an unconventional strategy and prime its young
people accordingly, otherwise we will only be
harboring a fake dream.®
Address - E5C, Ideal Aqua View, Mahisbatan,
Sector V, Salt Lake City,
Kolkata - 700102
Phone - 9706984958
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A Wondrous Sight

few weeks ago, my family and I went to Bali,
Aindonesia. Bali, a province of Indonesia, is
n exquisite island with stunning beaches and
mountains alike. We visited numerous places there,
but the trip’s main highlight, in my opinion, was
Jatiluwih. It is around 2 hours away from Denpasar,
the capital city of Bali. Jatiluwih is a place with a
view of many hectares of land used to cultivate rice
in the heart of the Tabanan Regency in Bali. A line of
volcanoes covers the landscape of Bali, which, along
with Bali’s “wet tropical climate” provides fertile and
cultivable land. According to me, the Jatiluwih rice
fields are one of the best examples of charming
sceneries that represent the “Subak System” of Bali.
The Subak system is a type of irrigation system used
specifically in Bali, dating back to the 9th century. In
June 2012, the Rice Terraces of Jatiluwih were marked
as a UNESCO World Heritage site owing to its
cultural importance and heritage.

Jatiluwih, as a tourist spot, only became popular
in the late 20th century when Bali became a popular
holiday destination. Before that, most of its inhabitants
depended on agricultural means for their livelihood,
but now, since it is quite a well-known tourist place,
there are quite a few cafés and restaurants which

® Orgha Goswami

provide several food options, including traditional
Balinese cuisine. At first, my family and I were
completely in awe of the scenery around us, and we
took many pictures. We then purchased tickets to visit
the roads that went through the rice fields and
disappeared in the greenery! Since Jatiluwih was a
popular tourist spot, the roads built inside the rice fields
for tourists to travel on, were well-built. The roads
were curvy with a turn here and a turn there. Overall,
it was quite an enjoyable experience for me. On the
way, we saw a beautiful little shop that sold coconut
water, pineapples, and Balinese souvenirs. Since we
had been walking for quite some time, my family
decided to drink coconut water. This was when we
realised that it was almost lunchtime! We slowly started
our journey back to the entry gate and, of course,
took pictures along the way. The farmers were taking
care of their paddy fields and little children were
running around them. The place had a serene
atmosphere which gave my mind a sense of calm.
Eventually, we made it back to the gate. Finding lunch
wasn’t a problem as there were several options to
choose from, ranging from cafés serving continental
food to traditional Balinese restaurants.

Even from the restaurant we chose, the rice
fields could still be seen even though we were about
a kilometre or two away. We decided on a heavy lunch
since we still had many places left to visit. As we ate,
I noticed that the number of tourists also decreased,
and by the time we were about to leave, the sun was
already starting to set. The sky turned into a blend of
yellow, orange and pink and the wind was starting to
get breezy. I was completely engulfed in looking at
the mesmerising beauty of Jatiluwih. We then started
our journey back to visit another beautiful tourist spot,
but that’s a story to tell another time. Till the next
time, goodbye!

Address : Birla High School, Mukundapur
Kolkata
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The Nature By Miihin Jyotish Aepahi Aicheng
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RONGALI : Reminiscence of Bihu !

® Dr. Nirza Saikia
Obstetrician & Gynaecologist, Digboi

Can you see the ripples?
The delicate twirls
under a dancing blue sky
stretched wide above.

Alittle girl in a yellow frock,
red bow perched,

hair tied high in a pony.
Muddy shoes,

but her steps — steady.

Bogori on her tongue,
salt tucked in her pockets, e
wandering slow and happy

somewhere through the woods.

Come spring,
the kopou greet her —
lavender, purple, and pink. Pages Of Advenmre
She tucks one into
her lush hair, ® Prisha Bhattacharjee
pounds jetuka Class VIII D,
on her palms. Mahadevi Birla World Academy
The air smells of
Bohag and rain. Upon my shelf'a doorway awaits,
To hidden lands and ancient gates,
The water shimmers with old beauty. Where dragons soar in misty skies
The reflections whisper her name — And daring heroes claim their prize
that little girl
lost along the trail of time. Through forests dark, and oceans wide,
With fearless hearts I walk beside,
Now, Each turning page reveals a quest,
tired feet, A thrilling journey, wild and blessed
aching jaws,
frail knees. From magic spells to secret caves,
To pirate ships on restless waves,
The cuckoos still call her. These stories lift my thoughts above,
The Keteki still misses her. With courage, wonder, hope and love
The green remains,
but the colours have faded. For in each book I clearly see-
Yet the ripples remember. B A thousand adventures waiting for me.l
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The Beauty of Riverbed

® Rajiv Lakra

Tamulpur, Assam

Smoke of fog and rains of dews

Covers the beauty underneath;

Tease me to clear and lets its beauty exhibit .
Clouds of droplets on spider web-

Makes me impatient to view his eight legs straight and long. | I

Calmness of nature; perfect to its climax

The clinging sound of stream along the weeds,
Triggers my feet to roll along the pebble
Tadpoles in its water, follows all norms-

At the bottom in the morning,

at the bank in the noon and evening,

Leaves me no calm until I catch each

and let its knowledge seek.

Walks along it now and again,

Throws a lasting thought of my every steps clean and clear. u

More beauty and joy delivers after each seeing.

After enjoyed with my jocund company
My feet dare not to leave.

Back home and there lives alive -

A thought of beauty in tranquillity;

A thought of the tadpoles;

the smaller maybe its sick .

On the other, the spider,

“Shall it change her position of web

and my search for it become harder?”
The water and the peebles on the weed;
Sudden, a thought of care

and positively along me shatters,

To live full in its eternal beauty. B

=
=

T

;T-_—gr.li
AN alrilll|
| 7| ¢

The window, The
Feathers and The Eyes

® Anaya Bharali
Rajarhat Chowmatha, Kolkata

Scorned by the people with sleepless nights,
Scorching the grass where the birds take flight,
Like one who gives just to see the joy of receiving,
Comes the morning, with its heavy breath, heaving.

Blowing with the leaves and the flowers, so gentle,
Weaving through the sky like a little loom’s spindle,
Carrying little trees and its little beings,

As they glide through with their parachute-like wings.

Flying towards the moon, they rise,
Towards an unknown paradise,
Where merely our vision cannot be,
Is it a place of ecstasy?

And yet only the chirp-birds know,

About the place the eyes couldn’t go,

But though we’ve been left in the dark,
Their journey through the window will send
our hearts in sparks. B
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one stop gifting solutions
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Demattrie Hotel
Uil e FOws

it of Deemattrie Hosgitality Pue Lad

Stay at Demattrie Hotel — Dharmatala, where
elegance meets excellence.

>

24x7 Concierge & Su p?ﬁ: rt

Luxurious Rooms
& Suites

Doctor on Call Laundry & Dry Cleaning

Laundry &

: Travel Desk Assistance
Dry Cleaning

Book Your Stay Today!
¢ 8981006215 | & hospitality@demattrie.in | £




U/ttt Best Complients From

NORTHERN
GARGO
SERVIGE




DARSHAN

BLACK &

STONE

AGARBATHI

DARSHAN

BLACK &

STONE

INCENSE STICKS
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FULFILLING o
ENERGY NEEDS
OFTHENATION

From the hills of the Northeast to the deserts of the
Northwest and the seas of the Andamans, we power
India’s progress with resilience and innovation

OIL INDIA LIMITED

ENERGIZING THE NATION
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CENTURYPLY

Ok
PLY
ok ok

LAMINATES VENEERS

Dk Dk

MDF PRELAM

For any queries, SMS 'PLY" to 54646 or call us on 1800-2000-440 or give a missed call on 080-1000-5555
E-mail: kolkata@centuryply.com | [f CenturyPlyOfficial | [ CenturyPlyindia | []centuryplyindia | Visit us: www.centuryply.com



SBli @

To Experience Smart Banking with SBI
Send 'Hi' to +91 90226 90226
Or Scan QR code

statement

slip service

Pension @

y Apply
]-1% Loan services

Loan interest ":‘%
certificate q-m

1 Download
Balance ﬁ}i ¥ banking forms
Enquiry
: - Cheque book
Updatﬂ s related services
Information on
lost or stolen card

And many other services

13 [
Scan this QR [Ofs5

Services:
+ Lieck your Balanop, Minl Jatements + Download Account Staterment, Pension Slip, elc
- Update your KYC + 331 product imbsrmaticn

And much maore
Available in Hindi, English, Tamil, Telugu & Bangla

To kmow more, visit bank.sbi Follow us on u- a E @ n @ E'j






